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> GOVERNOR GILPIN’S MESSAGE. 


A: RERREa 


GoLDEN City, Dec 16, 1865. 


Fellow Citizens of the Lenislatwe Assembly 
of the Statz of Colorado: 


Se'ected by the people, and summoned 
to the responsible work of framing the 
laws and 1astitutioas of the State ot Col- 
orady, accept from me, gentlemen, the 
warmest expressions of Congratulation 
and welcome. 

Invited by our Gouutrymen to assume a 

os tion in the sisterhood of independent 
tates of the American Union, the pe ple 
of Colorado respond to that invitation 
with patriotic promptitude and unammity. 

In entering Upon the work which sum 
mons ws together, ıt will be our cure to 
secure to our State and people, sound 
laws and good government, administered 
by good men, so to legislate as t3 stimu- 
lute the beaithy prosperuy of our atizenss 
— considered individually and associa‘ed, 
and s0 to act On external intereste, a3 to 
recognize and hasteu the Completion of 
the continental system of Sates as the 
point blank road to universal peace and 
fraternity, and in harmony with the rn- 
memorial and paramount mission of the 
Norvh American people 

Associated with the brief but interesting 
history of Colorado ; ın youth as a pio- 
neer in the mountain wilderness: moré 
lately, in the formation of our Territorial 
commonwealth, and now again associated 
with the people to found, erect, and per- 
petuate the State of Col srado -sufer mə 
to say, thatin my humble judyment, their 
legislation bas been sound, intelligent and 
satistactory to the people: their energies 
heroic, and accompanied by marvelous 
results and success; their victorious 
soldiers, filustricus for martial discipline, 
devotion and intrepid valor: their loya ty 
to the Umon, and their patmotism pre- 
eminently active, constant and unsullied. 

In the admirable constitution, adopted 
bythe people, and in the preliminary leg- 
islation of the Territory, we shall find both 
instruction and counsel: much to perpetu- 
ate, but litle to weed out In these are 
expressed great care and solicitude fur the 
activity of minute munic pal government, 
— for the parity of elecuons—for universal 
education — for prompt and impartial jus 
tice — for an efficient milita—for economy 
iu the pnblic Hnances—and responsibility 
not to Be evaded—tor the perfect freedom 
of conscience in religion—for police and 
order—for the petindical Cénsus—and for 
the scrupulous management of the gene- 
10u8 trust funds provided and available for 
citizens, government edifices, charities, 
education and learning 

Our Constitunon laws, and an irrevo-: 
cable ordinance adopted with the Consti- 
tution, provide for the exclusion of servi- 
tude in any and every form from our geo- 
graphical area The Congressional reso- 
Jutions of February 1st, 1855, require the 
sperific and conclusive action of the Leg- 
islative Assembly of the State. 

My aim 18, then, to invite your labor, 
and patriotism to the coastruction of a 
sound and enduring government, to per- 
fect the details of which I invoke from 
you, and pledge for myself cordial co- 
operation in the great work upon which 
we bave entered. 

It is, further, my aim to appeal to your 
enthusiasm. and to invite it to lead off in 
the great industrial regeneration of our 
Vast country; to open to it the majestic 
arena of the Pacific sea, and to lead the 
way across the Sierras. To plant empire 
in the wilderness, and to govern it when 
erected, 18 the generous ambition which 
illuminates and inspires the souls of men 
of labor. Ihe immense expansion in area 
and power of our republican system, is a 
upreme illustration of the conquests of 

bor, where s¢if-yovernment protects its 


rights and shields it from tha encroach 
meats of mertricioas fashion, pleasure 
and usury 

A few facts, Hlustiatel by th: extra 
ordinary geOtrapyy of our positon, and 
the present marveloas inteusty of pro 
geese, will d> noastrate the profound in- 
fluences which they exercise up n the 
chu wter of oar pe ple, and the genius of 
the future. Our State is bisected east 
and west by the fortieth parallel of lati- 
tude, whichis here indeutified with tha 
isothermal axis. To the right and lefi ele- 
elavate thuselves the c'oud compellag 
pillars of Pike’s and Long's Peaks one hun» 
died and forty nilesasunder. ‘Through this 
grand portal passes the equitable line of 
convenielce and economy tor the whola 
American people Here they hive b-lt- 
ed the contiuent from sea to sea. with 
states, cities, telegraphs, roads and in- 
dustrial millions 

The meandering crest of the snowy 
Cordillera bisects the state t-om north to 
sOuvh equi distant between the Missis- 
sippi river and the Pacific sea Suemount 
ing the stimmt and enveloping the 
flanks of ihe Cordilera, our ‘Territory 
descends in equal halves upon the scopes 
toward either ocean 

Within the curves of the Cordil'era, is 
the wondertul system of the four Parks, 
From these a3 a centre radiate nine of 
the great rivera of the coatinent—four 
towards the Atlantic. three towards the 
Pacific, and one towards the Gulf of 
Mexico. The sources of these rivers iu- 
terlock iu the passes of the Sierra, white 
their channels, passing out through the 
four corners of our State, descend by easy 
grades aod straight lines. ‘The natural 
grades acròss the contutent—therefore 
converge upon ustrom both o eans The 
immense strucne of the mountaing— 
the great number and aluiads of snowy 
peaks. the gigantic spurs which envelope 
the parks? give tous an extraordinary 
area of Meta iferous surface Fiom oar 
‘crowning altitude, the descent ind ascent 
is ever note easy and uniniettupted to 
the twO oceans, Thus within our State 
are condensed ard blended in supreme 
variety and excellence, mines, agricul 
ture, forests, rivers, a prupituous atmos 
phere, adapiibili y to transpor ation and 
commanding geographical position. The 
steady advance upon u3 of the progress- 
ıve movements of pupulation ls remark- 
able. 

The broad column advancing from the 
east, pres:e3 up to tne Corl llera witha 
weight of thirty milho is ofpesple An- 
other col@nn fron the Pacifi: ady nees 
through Califoraia, Nevada and Urah.— 
Through Montana comes a column 
fron the north ‘Toe Mexica: colunn 
ascending fron the south, enters W))n 
the Parks aad the Argansas This 
Qpoa Colorady as a centre tour march- 
ing columns Converg2, perp2tualy tue 
creasing in number, force and energy, 
and perpetuall~ condensing. The aggre- 
gate population of North Amerie. by 
which we are begitt, 13 fitty muilions. 
Our State is fitted to receive, aad 13 ample 
in area, for this conflvent mu titade. 
This short transit liae reaching the sea; 
ut San Francisco ahd New Yors, pro- 
longs itself to Ası on the one hand, to 
Europe on the other. 

Th's eludes the equatorial heats and 
makes the circuit of tne glove, beneath a 
temperate sua. It 13 equitable to the 
social and political distribution of our 
people, ih harmony with the compact, 
geographical structure of our continent, 
and with the eternal laws of natare and 
progress. Concotd of energies and peace 
will attend upon its universal adoption. 

Accompanying the absorption of the 

2 


3 « t 
[9 7 r 
3 « f on ‘ h 
y f 7 2 $ 3 0 Bs 2 
CoR ri 3 oA i ‘ 
ao Å- 
5 atk, e P aa 3 
~ v & 
ae pe z 
e 
$ Se fae t 4 


~ — 


ee ene A anma Daa 


wilderness by the people, comes tho ays- 
tom of railways. Thos 13 destined for 
us, to havaan early and extraordinary 
development Two railways of supreme 
importaica will traverse tho State af 
Colorado’ The Continental Railway, 


passing trom sea to sea, will bisect our ge 


State east and wast} branching from this, 
alongitudinal railway along the plateau, 
and pursuing the line of the Rio Bravo 
Del Norte will affl’ate u3 with the noigh- 
boring paople of Mexico; from hence to 
the Ury of Mexica is less than two thous 
sand miles ‘This line— intermadiate bes 
tween the cordilletas—level throughout, 
beneath a most propitious almosphern, 
aid of easy consiructioh, will triverse 
Suucessively all thegreat states and cities 
of Mexico, having a highly developed and 
wealthy population of eight millions. 

Withii the Stave of Coiorado, then will 
be the convergent point of three great 
railways. coming from the cities of Sau 
F ancisco, Mexivo and New York. Be- 
ing an the straight lina tron Astato Bie 
rope, and exactly equi- distant datwavn 
them}; from hence wil beanch the con. 
nections With the people wh» inherit tha 
southern Prolongitions of the American 
Coatinent Tosse rattroads will conse- 
quently unite by the shortest space, all 
the popula fons of the globe, and wil 
becom: the line of way-travel for all thy 
human race. 

This striking sigaificance aud economy 
of géogrannical position, surrounded by 
works rapidly approaching, 1s so intors 
esting asto suggest early attention aud 
domestic legislation, 

If our young energies 3o soon admit of 
it, I reco n nend the initiation of a moe -~ 
mënt to advance from tr State Crpitct; 
both ways, to meet the advancing line 
from ths Missouri river and the bay of 
San lrancisco. 

The hbarality of the Federal Govern. 
ment, has as a systematic policy, provided 
abun dant resources, to brad together thé 
distint pottions of our Continent in 
familiarand social harmony. It 13 our 
rizh and patriouc duty to urga wti 
every energy, tħ effective employmans 
of thesa resources for Our own benefit an Ì 
thatof our commoa couatry. Lhe poliey 
of eitrusting these pubic works t> 
a3zocian0as of intelligent citizens, su- 
Ciently giarded to provect the public in- 
terests. has besame a practice both 
taiversal and successful 

The immense showy Cordillera, which 
bisects.our State ani i3 prolonged to 
both extremities of the American conti- 
neut; has, tron be birth of time, separa- 
ted the two hemispheres and been an ine 
suparable barrier to the intimate rels- 
tions of westera Marope und oriental 
Asks. Con necce dwarfed, by this s30lu- 
lation, has bean feeble, and ths motoply 
of a few. Tne pioneers of Co'orado 
have, in six years, planted over it and 
erected this state. spannel it with roads 
and ob iteratedit as 2 barrier. Phe rme 
miens2 p:we fateibin the moaitain sys 
tem i3 ravealed, and ths prodigious aren 
of the Pacifiz sea unver ed. 

We may invite the intreprid arny of 
yousg soldiers, who have conquerei 
anarchy and re-established peace, to re- 
inforce the pioneer army an? carry our 
republican empire with a full front and 
irresistible forse, through and through, 
to the Pacific sea 

I ferveatly supplicate the Supreme 
Raler, toinspire our deliberations with 
Zeal, judzmeut and fidelity. Bv integ- 
rity, wisdom and devotion we will crown 
our labors with success, and desarve and 
win the confidence aud approbation af 


the praple. 
Pigain] WILLIAM GILPIN, 
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